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Why Study Another Language? 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
In an increasingly interconnected world, knowledge of another language can facilitate business 
and social transactions and provide knowledge crucial for success in a multicultural environment. 
This lesson is not new for Americans, although it has often been ignored. It is said that 
BenjaminFranklin’s success in securing French support for the American colonies, support that 
was crucial in the War for Independence, can in large part be attributed to his knowledge of 
French language and culture. An increasing number of jobs today require an understanding and 
knowledge of other cultures. In a world of business such experience may not be sufficient in and 
of itself, but combined with another subject area or concentration it frequently puts job 
candidates at a distinct advantage. Students with language backgrounds often go on to jobs of 
extraordinary interest and variety. But the advantages of language training are also clear in ways  
that may be less evident. In an era in which undergraduate training may tend towards the pre-
professional, the professional schools themselves (particularly law and medicine) have looked 
upon language acquisition as an indication of a student’s ability to think analytically and 
systematically to acquire a large body of information. In short, work in the languages, far from 
closing out options, keeps those options open. 
 
Intellectual Interest 
 
At PSU students can choose from a range of courses which vary in their emphasis on particular 
skills or on particular topics. Many language courses combine language study with literature, but 
many others focus on non-literary texts, or use literary texts in non-traditional ways. Others use 
music, film, or television to promote language study. Still others are devoted to specialized topics 
in history and civilization. Often the line between language courses and topics courses (in 
literature or civilization) is a fine one, and many students derive special pleasure from studying 
topics of interest to them in another language. The challenge of such courses, and the resulting 
accomplishment, is a special source of satisfaction. 
 
Study Abroad 
 
PSU encourages study abroad in a host of foreign programs and institutions. Students must plan 
their program of study in advance and apply for credit through the Office of International 
Programs and Services (118 Whitesitt Hall), but the process is a relatively simple one.  
 
Which Language to Study 
 
Do you continue with a language you have already studied or begin a new one? Should you 
choose a language that is relatively familiar to you, or step outside of your previous experience to 
study one that is entirely new? Perhaps you already know the answers to these questions, or 
perhaps the following list of language options will suggest possibilities. The best place to get 
information about language offerings is in the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures. 
Faculty can discuss course content, refer you to specific instructors, relate experience of other 
students in their courses, and assist with placement questions. They can often provide advice 
about study-abroad opportunities or future employment options, or at least direct you to other 
sources of information. Don’t be shy about approaching such faculty, even if your questions are 
exploratory. They are eager to share their experience and their interest with new students. 
 


